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1. ^ The amendment filed on 09 September 2010 under 37 CFR 1.312 has been considered, and has been: 

a) □ entered. 

b) ^ entered as directed to matters of form not affecting the scope of the invention. 

c) □ disapproved because the amendment was filed after the payment of the issue fee. 

Any amendment filed after the date the issue fee is paid must be accompanied by a petition under 37 CFR 1 .31 3(c)(1 ) 
and the required fee to withdraw the application from issue. 

d) □ disapproved. See explanation below. 

e) □ entered in part. See explanation below. 

The IDS submitted on 03 August 2010 was considered 01 September 2010 and filed 02 September 2010. 
The Reasons for Allowance has been rewritten as follows: 

The primary reason for allowance of the claims is the amending of independent claims 1 , 1 7, 26, & 27 to include previously 
unclaimed limitations. These limitations include but are not limited to a mask element arranged between the first and 
second rollers such that a first gap and a second gap are defined between the mask element and the rollers. The 
subsequent independent claims particularly claim 1 are allowable because the prior art of record fails to teach the specific 
ink jet printing apparatus including a printhead arrangement for printing an image on a substrate in a pass of the substrate 
past the printhead arrangement in a printing direction, the printer comprising: a printhead arrangement including a plurality 
of ink jet printheads for emitting droplets towards a surface of the substrate to form the image, wherein the printhead 
arrangement extends across substantially the full width of the substrate in a direction perpendicular to the printing direction; 
a plurality of rollers arranged to move the substrate past the printheads during the emission of the droplets from the 
printheads to print the image; pressure source arranged to apply a negative gauge pressure to the substrate to hold the 
substrate to the rollers in the region of the printhead arrangement; a mask element arranged between first and second 
rollers of the plurality of rollers such that a first gap is defined between the mask element and the first roller as well as a 
second gap between the mask element and the second roller, wherein the mask element throttles airflow caused by the 
negative gauge pressure through the first and second gaps; wherein the apparatus is adapted to hold the printheads 
substantially stationary while the image is printed in a pass of the substrate past the printhead arrangement 
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